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3 Cheetahs 
Killed in 
Steenbokpan

R100,000 REWARD 
Steenbokpan – Conservationists and wildlife lovers are reeling after 
the tragic killing of three free-roaming cheetahs in the Steenbokpan 
area of Limpopo at the end of June 2025. The Cheetah Outreach 
Trust has now offered a reward of R100,000 for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of those responsible.
According to Deon Cilliers, conservation manager at the Cheetah 
Outreach Trust, the cheetahs were seemingly deliberately run over 
by a vehicle. In a shocking attempt to cover up the incident, the 
satellite tracking collar fitted to one of the cheetahs was removed 
and buried.
“These cheetahs had been collared near Lephalale in April this 
year in a collaborative project with landowners and Rhino911,” 
said Cilliers. “The goal was to monitor their movements as part of 
the Free Roaming Cheetah Census and to provide farmers with 
accurate scientific data to help mitigate human-wildlife conflict.”
The Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment 
and Tourism (LEDET) has since opened a police case. Killing 
cheetahs is not only a devastating blow to conservation but also a 
serious wildlife crime.
Although Steenbokpan lies nearly two hours’ drive from Thabazimbi, 

both areas share the same reliance on wildlife and farming for 
tourism and local economic growth. Incidents like this strike at the 
heart of the region’s economy, where eco-tourism and agriculture 
are cornerstones of livelihoods. Protecting endangered wildlife is 
therefore not just about conservation — it’s about safeguarding 
future prosperity.
The Cheetah Outreach Trust is urging members of the public to 
come forward. “Every cheetah life matters,” Cilliers emphasised. 
“Cheetahs are endangered, and protecting them is critical for 
biodiversity.”

Cilliers stressed that the Trust’s focus is on cooperation, not conflict, 
with landowners. “We are definitely not here to conduct a witch 
hunt on farmers — our 20 years of working in farming communities 
have shown that collaboration is the key. Farmers experiencing 
predation issues with cheetahs are encouraged to contact us. We 
run an active and highly successful conflict-mitigation programme, 
including our Anatolian Livestock Guardian Dog Project, with more 
than 400 dogs already placed on farms to protect livestock. In 
addition, sightings of free-roaming cheetahs should be reported, as 

this data is vital for our Free Roaming Cheetah Census, which spans 
over 19 million hectares of farmland in South Africa. But deliberate 
and unjustified wildlife crimes must be taken seriously and dealt with 
by the authorities.”

Anyone with information can contact the Trust on 082 853 1068 or via email 
at info@cheetahoutreachtrust.co.za. All tip-offs will be treated confidentially.

CHECK OUT THE  
LATEST DEALS INSIDE



Announcing the death of a family member is 
a time-honoured tradition as life should be 
celebrated and never forgotten. To help you to 
celebrate the life of your loved one and share 
details about the upcoming funeral, place an 
obituary in our newspaper, free of charge. 
You  can include the date of death, details 
about their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, a poem 
or a prayer. Please   include a photo and the 
date, time and place of the memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Placing an obituary

Where do we draw the line? 

Fake Papers, Real Trouble

Illegal miner nabbed at 
Dwaalboom’s Old Gold Mine
Thabazimbi/ Dwaalboom – The police’s 
Vala Umgodi task team swooped down on 
the Dwaalboom–Batavia Old Gold Mine 
in the early hours of Thursday, 14 August 
2025, arresting a 33-year-old man caught 
red-handed.
According to lieutenant colonel Masekela 

Magoro, the suspect was found actively 
mining at the abandoned site around 
06:30. He was arrested on charges of 
illegal mining and for being in the country 
illegally. Police seized mining equipment, 
including a generator, hammer, electrical 
cord, and chisel.

Northam – A 41-year-old man’s attempt to land a mine job with 
fraudulent qualifications has backfired, ending in handcuffs. The suspect 
was arrested on Wednesday, 13 August 2025, in Brits and made his first 

court appearance the following day in the Northam Magistrate’s Court.
According to colonel Malesela Ledwaba, the arrest followed a 

case opened by a complainant from one of the mines in the 
Northam policing area. Investigations by the Limpopo Provincial 

Commercial Crime Investigation Unit revealed that the man had 
applied for a higher-level position in August 2023, using a 

fake blasting certificate. 
Police have confirmed that further arrests may follow as 

investigations continue.
This arrest serves as a reminder that fraudulent qualifications 

not only put lives at risk in highly technical industries like mining 
but also carry serious legal consequences.

As residents of Northam, we understand that life 
comes with celebrations and, sadly, with funerals. 
Both are important parts of our community, and 
both deserve respect. However, what happened in 
Leeukoppie Street recently left many of us troubled.
A large tent was set up right in the middle of a 
public road, with loud music and traffic blocked off. 
The morning after, the street was left in a state: 
broken bottles, scattered litter, possible damage to 
water meters, and tent poles hammered into the 
tar. Whether this gathering was a joyful celebration 
or a solemn farewell, it still should never have been 
allowed to happen in this way.
There are community halls, churches, and venues 
in Northam that can host such gatherings without 
disrupting residents or damaging infrastructure. 
Blocking off a road, making noise into the early 
hours, and leaving a mess behind simply isn’t 
fair to the neighbours — and it sets a dangerous 
precedent.
We appeal to our municipality and councillors: 
please guide us clearly. What are the rules? Who 
gave permission? And how do we prevent this from 
happening again? Respect for people and respect 
for the law must go hand in hand.
#RespectCommunitySpace

SEMENTSTENE, MAXI BLOKKE, 
PLAVEISEL - BEVEL (KLEUR OF GRYS), 

PLAVEISEL - INTERLOCKERS (KLEUR OF GRYS), 
KLEISTENE, SAND EN KLIP 

Thabazimbi kantoor 
083 296 2916

thaba@buffelbeton.co.za

Koedoeskop Kantoor
083 343 0781 

buffelbeton@thabanet.co.za 
Posbus 245 | Koedoeskop 0361

• Hydraulic Filters • Compressor Filters • Heavy Duty Filters • Recon Filters 
• Generator Filters • Automotive • Filter Kits • Various Oils

Deliveries now available to Thabazimbi!! 
EVERY MONDAY

R200 delivery fee for orders less than R10 000-00

62 Harrington Street, Brits 0250
Office: 012 252 4367
WhatsApp: 079 149 8134

Central Delivery Point: Total Energies, Thabazimbi, R510 Road

TENDER TRAINING WORKSHOP 
SANRAL Contract Number R.516-010-2019/1R FOR THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL ROAD R516 SECTION 1 
FROM R516 (KM 0.00) TO TOOYSPRUIT (KM 36.67)
WBHO/Cebekhulu JV invites prospective sub-contractors 
with CIDB grades 1 to 2 to attend tender training workshop 
from within the Thabazimbi Local Municipality.
Date: 25th to the 27th of August 2025 | Time: 9h00 to 
15h00 | Venue: Leeupoort Mining Town, Recreational Club 
(Next to Church)
The pre-tender training will cover the following training 
areas to prepare companies for the upcoming project 
tender processes: • Health and Safety • Tendering 
procedures and principles 
All interested local companies are required to carry a copy 
of their company CSD Registration document to gain entry 
to the training. For any enquiries you may email Mags 
Naidoo – magandrann@wbho.co.za

SANRAL Contract Number R.516-010-2019/1R FOR THE 
IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL ROAD R516 SECTION 1 
FROM R516 (KM 0.00) TO TOOYSPRUIT (KM 36.67)
WBHO/Cebekhulu JV invites prospective contractors, 
service providers and suppliers from the Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality interested in the scopes of work listed below 
to express their interest:
Note – This Expression of Interest (EOI) is not the final 
tender process nor an offer to enter into a contract, 
but merely a solicitation of entities interested in 
participating in the tender process.
All registered companies within the Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality that are interested in participating in the 
tender process are invited to submit the following company 
documents in hardcopy:
• Company registration 
• CSD registration
• COID letter of good standing 
• SARS Tax certification
• CIDB registration (if applicable)
• VAT Registration (if applicable)
• BBBEE certificate or BBBEE affidavit 
• Company Profile with the following company information

 » Company Name 
 » 2 Main business activities
 » Company contact person 
 » Company contact numbers & email address
 » Description of work done in the past 2 years and 

value of contracts
The list of potential scopes of work:
Concrete Kerbing and channelling • Pitching, stonework, 
cast in situ concrete for protection against erosion • Non-
structural Gabions • Traffic Accommodation including 
Traffic Control Facilities • Cement (CEM II, 32,5 N) - 
Supply and spreading • Road lime • Prime • Road restraint 
systems • Road signs - Supply and Install • Road Marking • 
Replacement of major culverts C0826 • Culverts (excluding 
gabions etc) • Routine Road Maintenance • Drains • 
Fencing • Provision of Site Transport (Busses taxis) • 
Security services • Supply and Deliver 50ppm Diesel 
• Security at Engineer’s Site Office and Lab • Supply of 
ready-mix concrete
COMPLETION AND DELIVERY OF COMPANY 
DOCUMENTS
The closing time for receipt of requested documents is 
12:00 pm on Friday, 5 September 2025.
Requested company documents must be emailed in 
soft copy in PDF format to:
Email: Tooyspruit@wbho.co.za
Queries relating to the above request can be directed to: 

TARGETED ENTERPRISE EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Enquiries Contact Person: Sadaam Lugebu 
E-mail: tooyspruit@wbho.co.za

Ons onthou met 
liefde wyle Bertie 
van der Merwe 
(59), oorlede op 
18 Augustus 2025. 
Sy verassing sal 
privaat geskied, 
en ‘n roudiens sal 
later te Thabazimbi 
gehou word. 

Vir meer navrae, skakel 
Cobus by 081 379 8919 
of Wilna by 074 200 
2687 – ‘n diens met 
liefde en waardigheid 
deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingsdienste, ken jou 
begrafnisondernemer.

Leeukoppie Street — proof that even important gatherings must 
be held with respect for the community and public spaces.

An abandoned mine stope entered by illegal 
miners, where one suspect was arrested during 
a police raid at the Dwaalboom–Batavia Old 
Gold Mine.

HELP Protect the 
Endangered Pangolin

If you’ve spotted one or witnessed suspicious activity, 
such as someone attempting to sell or trade it illegally, 
report it immediately.
Simply snap a photo of the animal, note its location, 
and send the details to the Pangolert number:  

072 726 4654

A pangolin, one of 
the most trafficked 
and endangered 
mammals in the 
world.

TAR really needs your help
Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to the community of Thabazimbi to 

support Thabazimbi Animal Rescue (TAR), your local animal shelter. TAR needs 
donations of food. The facility is filled with animals that need your help. Without 
donations they will not be able to feed, home and medically treat the animals. 

For more information, please contact TAR on 084 885 6487.

[letter to the editor]
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KICKING DRUGS 
TO THE CURBStrong Women,  

Strong Communities Thabazimbi – From dusty streets to hopeful dreams, the Ngata Ntsi 
Football Club is proving that soccer is more than just a game – it’s 
a lifeline. Founded as a community-based initiative to keep young 
people away from drugs and crime, the club now boasts over 70 
players across divisions ranging from under-11 to under-17.
Through their ‘Clean Up the Streets’ programme, the club has built 
strong partnerships, including with SUDI – a substance use disorder 
intervention organisation. Every Thursday at Regorogile’s soccer 
field, SUDI facilitators meet with players to discuss the dangers of 
drugs and how to make better choices for the future.
“Our aim is to get the youth off the streets and give them a sense 
of purpose and pride,” says club leaders William Moses Shabangu 
(general secretary) and Johannes Jambo (head of technical).
The results are already showing. Players describe finding belonging, 
commitment, and new friendships on and off the pitch. Recently, the 
under-15 squad proudly took home a second-place trophy at a local 
tournament, while the under-17 team competed in the 2025 Youth 
Uniting Against Substance Abuse Tournament.
Now, Ngata Ntsi is taking the next big step – preparing to enter 
official leagues. But as a non-profit organisation, they rely solely 
on donations and community support to keep the ball rolling. They 
have even been invited to play a team in Smash Block, but urgently 
need funding for transport and logistics to make it happen.
HOW YOU CAN HELP
Community members and businesses are encouraged to donate 
funds or resources to support the club’s mission. Contributions will 
go directly towards transport, kits, and expanding opportunities for 
local youth.
- Address: 2185 Tsakane Street, Regorogile 05, Thabazimbi
- Email: info.ngatantsi@gmail.com 
- Tel: 066 369 2425 or 071 426 6930

“This Women’s Month, let 
us not wait for change — 

let us BE the change in our 
communities.”

“Happy Women’s Month! 
You’re living proof that 

strength and softness can 
thrive in one soul.”

“Active women create 
powerful communities. 
Your action matters.”

“Sterk vroue bou sterk 
gemeenskappe — staan 

op, praat uit, raak 
betrokke!”

“Real power is local. 
Believe in yourself, claim 

your space, and grow 
strong with confidence.”

“Sy praat met wysheid 
en lei met liefde. Spreuke 

31:25-26 – Geseënde 
Vrouemaand!” 

“One woman’s action can 
spark change. Take that 
first step this Women’s 

Month.”

“From the kitchen to the 
council chamber — women’s 

voices belong everywhere 
decisions are made.”

“When women rise, 
communities thrive. Be 

the change this Women’s 
Month!”

Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality women 
councillors extend 

warm wishes to 
every woman in 

our community this 
Women’s Month. 

Together, we honour 
the strength, 

compassion, and 
resilience of women 

who continue to 
inspire change, uplift 

families, and build 
stronger, more caring 

neighbourhoods.
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Women Appreciation | Join us for an unforgettable night of fun 
and entertainment at Women Appreciation All White on August 30, 
2025!    We’re excited to celebrate the 4th edition of this amazing 
event, representing Completeness, Stability, and Solidity.   Stay 
tuned for more details and don’t forget to mark your calendars! 
– Tickets available at Khanimamba Cheers Pharmacy Shop no 6 
Northam and Computicket, Checkers, Usave and Shoprite | 10:00 
– 23:00 | R250 General, R300 Gate, R200 Cooler, Early bird until 30 

June R200

30 August 
2025

Northam | Timbila 
Climate – 134 

Wildebeeslaagte 
Northam  

timbilaclimate@
gmail.com

Train Like a Bok Challenge | Think you’ve got Bok strength and 
spirit? Prove it over 5 days of rugby-inspired workouts designed 

to push your limits! Who Can Join: ShapeUp Members: Free | 
Non-members: R150 entry (all 5 days), Prizes (Male & Female): 
1st: R500 Spur Voucher, 2nd: R400 D. Vogel Slimming Voucher, 

3rd: R250 Panarottis Voucher | Scoring: 1 point/day for completing 
the challenge, +1 for top 3 (reps or time), +1 for wearing green/

gold or rugby gear | How to Join: Sign up at reception or send us 
a WhatsApp. Floor managers/trainers will log your scores daily. 

Bring the intensity, wear your Bok colours, and let’s go! Shape up 
Members: Free | Non-Members R150 entry (all 5 days)

1 - 5 
September 

2025

Thabazimbi | 
Shape up Gym 

Thabazimbi 
Warmbad Road

079 509 5501

Did you know?
The Red-Eyed Songster of Thabazimbi… If you’ve ever 
heard cheerful whistling in your garden, it might be the African 
red-eyed bulbul. This small bird, with its bright red eye-ring 
and lively chatter, is a true bushveld entertainer. Common in 
and around Thabazimbi, bulbuls love feasting on fruit, often 
helping nature by spreading seeds as they go. They’re also 

famous mimics, sometimes 
copying the calls of other 
birds. Next time you 
see one hopping about, 
remember — you’re 
looking at one of the 
bushveld’s most spirited 
little singers!

I have set the Lord 
always before me; 
Because He is at my 
right hand I 
shall not be 
moved.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

PSALM 16:8
SOULFOOD

5 1 4
2 5 9

6 4 2
7 2 4 3

9 1 8
6 3 7

6 9 1 7
4 6 7

5 7 4 3

POLL
Do you think the subjects taught in 
our schools are aligned with current 
and future job opportunities?
Education shapes tomorrow’s workforce — but 
are we teaching the right skills? With technology, 
sustainability, and new industries rapidly growing, 
many wonder if our school curriculum prepares 
learners for the jobs of today and the future. 
What’s your view?
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at 
news@platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp 
your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 25 August 2025.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 

community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion 

on our Facebook post about this topic.  
Join the conversation!PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!

Is living a healthier lifestyle and taking 
control of your destiny a thought that quietly 

taps on your mind every now and then?

Many of us dream of making better choices for our health, happiness, and future — yet life’s busyness often gets in the way.  
Is this a silent goal you revisit from time to time, or something you’re actively working on right now?

Is living a healthier lifestyle and taking control of your destiny 
a thought that quietly taps on your mind every now and then?

HAVE YOUR SAY

Living a healthy 
lifestyle is central to my 
life. I’m young, vibrant, 
and love living — and 
to live long and well, I 
must be mindful of my 
health. While chasing 

big dreams, it’s easy to 
neglect wellness, so I 
focus on working out, 

eating healthy, praying, 
and enjoying alcohol in 

moderation.
Andre Mabokwane, 

Thabazimbi 

Yes. Many of us 
feel those recurring 
reminders — a quiet 

nudge for more 
balance, energy, and 

purpose in life.
Christelle Barnard, 

Thabazimbi 

NO 2% YES 98%
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Skoot vir skoot, 
MEDALJE VIR MEDALJE!

Walk Two-by-Two 
FOR A GOOD CAUSE!

Rhinos gear up for Semi-Finals 

A Wildlife Day 
to Remember

Johan Badenhorst, ’n trotse 
medaljewenner en Limpopo-spanlid, is 
reg om sy merk te maak op die nasionale 
verhoog.

Thabazimbi – Come join us; it’s for a good cause! The Paul & Silas Thabazimbi 
Fun Run with a twist takes place this Saturday, 23 August 2025 at 08:00 at 
the Thaba Airfield.
This unique 4 km fun run will be done in pairs – so bring a friend or family member, 
because you’ll need to walk two-by-two. The event is not about winning, but 
about crossing the finish line with a smile. The entry fee is R50 per person (pay 
on the day or via deposit). All contributions will go towards providing Bibles 
for Christians in closed 
countries – a project 
by Open Doors.
Remember: Wear a 
hat, dress comfortably, 
and if possible, bring 
along a rope of about 
500mm for the fun 
“Paul & Silas” theme. 
For more information, 
contact Tessa on 073 
260 1308.

Thabazimbi – Johan 
Badenhorst van Hoërskool 
Frikkie Meyer het Saterdag, 
16 Augustus 2025, sy mikvas 
bewys tydens die Limpopo 
Luggeweer-kampioenskappe. 
Hy het drie bronsmedaljes 
verower in die 3-Posisie 
afdeling, 10m Olympic en ook 
algeheel in die o.16 Sporter-
afdeling.
As kersie op die koek, is Johan 
ook gekies vir die Limpopo-
span wat die provinsie by 
die SA Kampioenskappe 
van 5 tot 9 Oktober gaan 
verteenwoordig. Baie geluk en 
sterkte, Johan – mik hoog, jy 
tref die teiken elke keer!

Northam – Rugby fever is set to 
take over Bosveldpark (Setaria) this 
weekend as the Northam Platinum 
Rhinos Rugby Club hosts the 
Limpopo North Region Semi-Finals 
on Saturday, 23 August 2025.
With four action-packed clashes lined 
up, fans can expect an afternoon of 
thrilling tackles, powerful scrums, and 
local pride on full display. Matches 
kick off at 14:00 sharp.
THE MATCH LINE-UP:

•	 Game 1: Rhinos 3rd team vs. 
Noordelikes 3rd team

•	 Game 2: Rhinos 2nd team vs. 

Potgietersrus 2nd team
•	 Game 3: Louis Trichardt 1st 

team vs. Potgietersrus 1st team
•	 Game 4 (main match): Rhinos 

1st team vs. Noordelikes 1st 
team

Assistant coach Flip de Kock: “The 
semi-finals promise top-class rugby 
and the kind of atmosphere that only 
local supporters can bring. We’d love 
to see Bosveldpark packed with fans 
cheering on the Rhinos.”
For more information, contact 
assistant coach Flip de Kock on 076 
791 4659.

Koedoeskop – Laughter, learning, and a love for nature filled 
the air at Laerskool Koedoeskop on Friday, 15 August 2025, 
when Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA) hosted a special 
Wildlife Awareness Day.
With the slogan “Our Wildlife, Our Future”, WRSA set out to instil 
in learners the importance of protecting South Africa’s natural 
heritage. Children from Grade RR to Grade 7 were treated to 
a day that blended education with fun, making conservation 
something they could truly connect with.
Learning through experience
The learners discovered the fascinating world of animal 
tracking, the role of wildlife in ecosystems, and the value 
of safeguarding habitats. But it wasn’t all classroom-style 
learning — outdoor activities ensured children had hands-on 
experiences. Games like tug of war, sack races, knot-tying, and 
cultural flag ceremonies turned the day into a celebration of 
teamwork, heritage, and nature.

A cultural collaboration
Adding to the excitement, the Voortrekkers joined in partnership 
with WRSA to share their traditions and outdoor skills. Together, 
they created a memorable platform for children to learn not just 
about wildlife, but also about cultural pride and responsibility 
toward the land.
Gifts that keep the spirit alive
Every learner took home a wildlife-themed colouring book — a 
keepsake to continue their conservation journey at home, while 
reminding them that protecting wildlife starts with small steps.
Community thanks
Acting principal Lize Malan extended gratitude to WRSA, the 
Voortrekkers, and all involved, saying the event highlighted the 
value of collaboration in education. “Koedoeskop is at the heart 
of farming and wildlife culture in the greater Thabazimbi district. 
Days like these inspire our children to grow up as custodians of 
both heritage and nature,” she said.

Get the Platinum Bushvelder directly on your phone.

WhatsApp                                   to subscribe today! Jou Gratis Gemeenskapskoerant    |   Your Free Community Newspaper 

25 000 newspapers per week

FREE

0818211332

Die aktiewe Ysterberg Kommando; van links: Bernadette Wessels (offisier), Helena 
Pieterse (verkenner), Nelia Pieterse (veldkornet bemarkingsoffisier), Caroline 
Groenewald (drawwertjie), Danie Naudé (Veldkornet Kommando-leier), Karin 
Naudé (veldkornet finansies), Stefanie Groenewald (jeugvriend en hulp-offisier), en 
Jennifer Rossouw (voorsitter van Thabazimbi RIG).
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